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'Haover'ls $aid to Have Told
. Robert Kennedy of Link
to 2 Racket Figures

. r—

* By NICHOLAS M, HORROCK
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 20—
Robert F. Kennedy knew as
early as May 1, 1961, that the
Central Intelligence = Agency
was secretly dealing with ‘the

Mafia, according to a Federal
Bureau of Investigation memo-
randum now in the hands of
the Rockefeller commission
and the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence. ‘

~ The discovery of this new
‘memorandum : increases the
" mystery of “whether senior
members of the administration
.of President: Kennedy, includ-
ing his brother the Attorney

an alleged CILA. plot to kill
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro.

- It is part of a growing pat-
tern of indications, mentioned
in press reports over the last
two weeks, that a plan to as-
" sassinate Mr, Castro was dis-
cussed at the highest levels of

the Government in the early
nineteen sixties and that, with
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1 MENO IS CITED' g memrmiie:

The memorandum, pne source

the F.B.I. requested and re-
«ceived a full CILA. briefing
;about the agency’s dealinzs
with Mr. Giancana and MMr.
. Roselli, The memorandum, this
source ., , said, never mentioned
the words “assassination” or
“eliminate,” a eupheiism for
assassination often used in spy
circles. But the source said
‘Mr, Hoover characterized the
reported C.ILA. activities with
Mr, Giancana and Mr, Roselli
+ as.“dirty business.”

The memorandum {s dated
almost a year before Robert
Kennedy wag given a brisfing
by. the intelligence agency on.
this same subject.

testimony before the Rockefs!.
ler commission and in do-
‘cuments, according to reliabl

sources, the Attorney General
appeared to learn of the C.I.A.s
dealings with the Mafia for
the first time and- admonished
the agency official briefing him
that the next time the C.LA.
wanted to deal with organized
crime it should come to him
first, -

As a result of this May,
1962, briefing, the Attorney Ge-
neral gave Mr, Hoover further
details on the C.LA. operation
and Mr. Hoover wrote a rme-
morandum that was kept in
F.BI files and was known only
to . select members of the tod
echelon of bureau for many
years.

. Concern on Blackmail

TBat memorandum, authori-
-fative sources -disclosed last

In that briefing, covered i]

e matter was “immediately
dismissed,” but the wire service |
“quoted two other sources .whoi
said that a memo was written
two days later by Mr. McNama-
ra directing the C.LA, to pre-
pare contingency plans for the
“elimination” of Mr. Castro.

Several highly placed sources

within the C.LA. and other in-{

telligence circles of the early
nineteen-sixties have said that
after the Bay of Pigs invasion
failed. in April, 1961, there was
a major effort to get rid of
Mr, Castro, For instance, News-
week magazine reported that
a source described this as an
“effort of the Kennedy Admi-
nistration.” - v
Authority Unclear

Most intelligence sources of'
the period appear to be anxious,
to stress that no plan for either;
an assassination, kidnapping or
coup d'etat would have been
brought to an operaticnal level
without the authority of the
Administration, but the public
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One source told the AP, 'chati by a slapdash treatment involv-

Ing a matter of such impor-
tance to national security,” he
Another Capitol Hill source,.
however, said the committee
had received some material
that would be “embarrassing
to the brothers Kennedy.” ‘

David W. Belin, counsel for:
the Rockefeller commission:
also declined to comment. i
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record {5 by no means clear.

For instance, one source said!
that the top of the May, 1961,
memorundum  disclosed  this!
week, a mote had been jotted:
in what he said was Robrt
Kennedy’s handwriting saying,
“Have this followed up vigor-;
‘ously,” and that the memoran-:
dum bore the handwritten ini-|

tials “RFK.”AL  The hand-
written note had apparently
been retyped by someone in:
the same period as the memo!
was written, the source said,:
apparently to make the note

-or without approval, the intelli-
‘gence agency recruited two
men with organized c¢rime con-

‘nections to attempt one such
operation. -

o According to sources famil-
lar with the investigation. J.
Edgar Hoover, the director of

week, is also in the hands clear to readers, But there is,
of the rockefeller commission, D0 evidence yet public that.
which is looking into intel- it was “followed up vigorously”
ligence operations. It reported- or what action was taken, if
Iy contained Mr. Hoover’s ccn- any.

cern that Mr. Giancana could A Spokesman for the Sena:e
“blackmail” the Uetidn Staies committee declined to comment

the F.B.I, wrote a detajled sg-
cret memorandum to Robert
. Kennedy in May, 1961, assert-f
iIng that during an investigation|
of two racket figures, Sam Gi-
ancana and John Roseili, agents
had turned up an apparent
connection with the C.IA.

Government.*

The Associated Press report-
ed last week what appears to
be another piece of this puzzle.
It quoted authoritative sources
who said the Rockefeller com-
mission had obtained the mi-
nutes of a meeting on- Aug.
10, 1962, attended by Secretary
of Defense Robert S, McNama-
ra, Secretary of State Dean
Rusk, John A. McCone, then
Director of Central Intelligenze,

and McGeorge Bundy, President |

Kennedy’s adviser for naticnzl
security affairs. The meeting.
the A.P. report sdaid, included
a *“discussion” of Killing Mr.
Castro.

jon whether the committee had
any specific evidence, -

This hag been the committee’s
general response, But the
spokesman went on to peint
out that the panel felt that
“these leaks are outrageous”
and that the question of whe-
.ther there was a national policy
to assassinate foreign leaders,

-or a plot against Mr. Castro,l

should be investigated carefully
.and thoroughly.

“Any partial analysis of
-evidence "is dangerous and
-harmful,” he said. TNe com-!
mittees” investigation will not!
put “reputations in jeopardy
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